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The  annual  meeting  of  the  Friends 
of  the  Library  was  held  at 
Sweet  Briar  on  April  23. 
Forty-eight  members  attended  the 
event,  which  included  a  dinner  and  a 
speech  on  Robert  Frost  by  C.  Waller 
Barrett,  the  Charlottesville  bibliophile 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Council. 

The  Council  met  in  the  Rare  Book 
Room  of  the  Library  that  afternoon, 
and  at  that  time  the  Treasurer  reported 
that  there  were  247  Friends,  38  more 
than  a  year  ago.  Student  members  in- 
creased appreciably,  and  many  of  the 
original  Friends  enrolled  for  a  second 
year. 

A  policy  governing  the  expenditure 
of  money  given  through  the  Friends  as 
memorial  gifts  was  established.  The 
Librarian  is  to  spend  especially  desig- 
nated memorials  at  her  discretion,  but 
undesignated  ones  will  be  allowed  to 
accrue  and  will  be  reported  to  the 
Council  for  action. 

The  Council  renewed  its  discussion 
of  the  advisability  of  focusing  the 
Friends'  collecting  on  a  new  area.  The 
consensus  was  that  no  new  collections 
should  be  begun,  but  instead  money 
should  be  spent  to  strengthen  the  spe- 
cial collections  already  in  the  Library. 
To  this  end  the  Librarian  was  authoriz- 
ed to  use  endowment  income  to  add  de- 
sirable items  to  the  Meredith  and  the 
Auden  collections. 

A  total  of  $6,500  was  granted  to  the 
Library  by  the  Council.  It  specifically 
approved  the  purchase  of  the  following 
volumes : 

British  Parliamentary  Papers.  16  num- 
bers to  complete  files.  $931 
Butler,  Samuel.  The  Shrewsbury  Edi- 
tion of  the  Works.  20  vols.          $185 


The  English  Experience :  Its  Record  in 
Early  Printed  Books,  Series  I.  Fac- 
similes, each  $500  series  averaging  75 
titles.  $500 

National  Union  Catalog.  Pre-1956  im- 
prints. 60  vols,  annually.  $873 
New  York  Theatre  Critics'  Reviews. 
1940-1957  on  microfilm;  1958-1967 
in  original  editions.  $400 
Funds  were  granted  for  the  follow- 
ing microfiche  editions: 

Archives  Diplomatiques,  Series  I-IV 
(1861-1914).  $440 

British  Foreign  and  State  Papers,  Vols. 

I-CV   (1812/14-1912). 
Recueil    des    Traites    et    Conventions 
Conclus  par  la  Russie  avec  les  Puis- 
sances Etrangeres,  Vols.  I-XV 
(1874-1909).'  $99 

Funds  were  allocated  for  the  follow- 
ing standing  orders: 

Dictionary    of    Scientific    Biography. 

$100 

Gutkind,  E.  A.  International  History 

of  City  Development.  $100 

In  addition,  it  was  recommended 
that  the  Librarian  use  $1,500 
to  meet  requests  by  the  depart- 
ments of  Art  and  Music.  The  remainder 
of  the  $6,500  is  to  be  spent  at  the  Lib- 
rarian's discretion. 

It    was   reported   that    some   of   the 
money  granted  by  the  Friends  last  fall 
has  been  used  for  the  following  volum- 
es: 
Barth,    Karl.    Church    Dogmatics.    10 

vols,  to  complete  holdings. 
Diderot   Studies,   Vols.    II-X    (1952- 

1968). 
Studies  on  Voltaire  and  the  Eighteen- 
th Century.  47  vols,  to  complete  hold 
ings. 
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In  1525  the  earliest  herbal  known 
to  have  been  printed  in  England 
was  put  out  by  Richard  Banckes, 
a  London  printer.  Agnes  Arber,  in 
Herbals,  Then-  Origin  and  Evolution 
(Cambridge  University  Press,  1912), 
tells  us  that  it  was  an  anonymous  vol- 
ume, without  illustrations.  It  was  fol- 
lowed in  England  by  the  Grete  Herball, 
a  translation  from  the  French  Grand 
Herbier,  which  was  printed  by  Peter 
Treveris  in  1526  and  reprinted  in  1529. 
John  Gerard  based  his  Herball,  or  Gen- 
eral Historie  of  Plants  on  the  Pemp- 
tades  of  Rembert  Dodoens,  a  Belgian 
botanist,  first  published  in  Latin  in 
1583.  John  Norton  of  London,  the 
King's  printer,  commissioned  a  transla- 
tion of  this  herbal  from  a  Dr.  Priest, 
and  when  he  died  before  completing  it 
Gerard  took  over  Priest's  version,  let- 
ting it  appear  over  his  own  name. 

The  Sweet  Briar  copy  of  Gerard's 
Herball  is  one  of  a  revised  edition, 
greatly  enlarged  and  corrected,  brought 
out  in  163.3  by  Thomas  Johnson,  with 
due  acknowledgment  of  Priest's  contri- 
butions. The  woodcuts  in  the  first  edi- 
tion, about  1800  of  them,  nearly  all  came 
from  blocks  which  had  been  used  earl- 
ier, in  the  Eicones  of  Tabernaemontan- 
us  (Jacob  Theodor  of  Bergzabern),  a 
German  herbalist.  Norton  got  the 
blocks  from  Frankfurt,  and  Gerard 
fitted  them  to  his  text,  more  or  less  ac- 
curately. A  few  of  the  woodcuts  are 
original,  and  one  of  them,  that  of  the 
Battata  virginiana,  or  Virginia  potato, 
may  possibly  be  the  first  illustration  in 
existence  of  this  famous  root.  Thomas 
Johnson's  enlarged  edition  of  Gerard's 
Herball  includes  woodcuts  by  Chris- 
tophe  Plantin,  of  Antwerp,  and  des- 
cribes 2850  plants. 

John  Gerard  himself  had  died  in 
1612.  The  Dictionary  of  Na- 
tional Biography  notes  that  he 
was  a  chirurgien,  as  well  as  a  skilled  her- 
balist and  gardener.  He  had  been  the 
superintendent  of  Lord  Burghley's  gar- 
dens in  London,  and  at  Theobold's,  in 
Hertfordshire,  and  his  herbal  is  dedi- 
cated to  Burghley.  Gerard  was  chosen 
master  of  the  Barber-Surgeon's  Com- 


pany in  1607,  and  he  had  urged  the  com- 
pany earlier  to  keep  its  own  botanical 
garden  for  the  study  of  medicinal 
plants.  Gerard  cultivated  his  own  gar- 
den in  Holborn  and  published  a  list  of 
its  plants  in  1596,  a  list  which  is  of  par- 
ticular interest,  as  it  is  the  first  known 
catalogue  to  be  made  of  any  garden, 
public  or  private.  The  one  existing  copy 
of  the  first  edition  of  this  catalogue  is 
in  the  Sloane  Collection  of  the  British 
Museum. 

It  is  on  record  that  in  1639  the  Bar- 
ber-Surgeons' Company  paid  25s,  6d 
for  a  copy  of  Gerard's  Herball  for  its 
library.  Sweet  Briar  paid  $70  for  the 
copy  bought  in  1955  from  Blackwell's. 
The  card  catalogue  tells  us  that  it  is  not 
a  perfect  copy;  the  title-page  with  its 
likeness  of  Gerard  is  missing,  the  pagi- 
nation is  occasionally  corrected,  and 
there  are  also  "handwritten  notes  on 
miscellaneous  remedies  on  blank  pages 
at  end."  In  fact,  the  effect  is  of  a  com- 
fortably used  and  familiar  reference 
book,  one  which  opens  and  handles  eas- 
ily, is  set  in  clear  Roman  type  (as  dis- 
tinct from  earlier  herbals,  which  were 
in  black-letter),  and  abounds  in  de- 
corative chapter-headings  and  illustra- 
tions. It  is  a  browser's  delight,  if  only 
for  what  a  modern  editor  has  called  Ger- 
ard's "slv  humor  and  well-flavoured 
English."' 

The  Biology  Department  makes 
steady  use  of  this  and  of  the 
other  herbals  which  are  in  the 
Rare  Book  Room,  that  of  Joannes  Jon- 
stonus,  printed  in  Latin  at  Heilbronn  in 
1768-9,  and  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau's 
letters  on  botany  to  his  sister  and  niece, 
published  in  1805,  with  engravings  by 
Redoute.  In  the  course  now  called  The 
Conquest  of  the  Lard,  the  history  of 
plants  and  animals  and  their  origin  and 
evolution  are  discussed.  Elizabeth  Spra- 
gue,  in  teaching  the  course,  illustrates 
this  theme  with  plates  of  plants  and 
shrubs  from  the  herbals,  paying  atten- 
tion as  well  to  the  mythical  varieties, 
like  the  mandrake-root  and  the  Goose 
tree,  recorded  by  Gerard. 

In  this  course  too  she  draws  on  Nehe- 
niiah  Grew's  catalogue  and  description 
of  the  rarities  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Society.  His  volume,  published  in  1681, 
has  a  comparative  anatomy  of  the 
stomachs  and  guts  of  birds  and  animals, 
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elaborately  drawn  out  and  showing 
what  she  calls  their  "radiator-like"  de- 
sign. In  the  plates  showing  botanical 
cross-sections  of  roots  and  stems  as  they 
were  newly  visible  by  use  of  a  micro- 
scope, the  cell-structure  is  plainly  visi- 
ble. 

Dipping  into  Gerard's  Herb  all  dra- 
matizes the  range  of  human  frailty  and 
misfortune  which  the  herbalist  attempt- 
ed to  minister  to,  from  "wambling  of 
the  stomach"  to  lunacy.  Tbe  "Table  of 
Vertues"  lists  the  properties  of  herbs 
and  plants  discussed  in  the  body  of  the 
book  and  directs  the  reader  to  a  mis- 
cellany of  remedies  which  will  fatten 
hens,  keep  moths  from  clothes,  and 
"comfort  the  cold,  weak  and  feeble 
Brain." 

Mint  helps  to  repel  the  Sea  scor- 
pion, Wolfe-Bane  will  drive 
away  venomous  Beasts,  and 
Penny  Royall  can  be  used  "to  amend 
corrupt  water  at  sea."  Gerard  tells  us 
that  the  seeds  of  the  peony — 15  taken  in 
wine  or  mead — "is  a  special  remedy  for 
those  that  are  troubled  in  the  night  with 
the  disease  called  the  Ephialtes  or  night 
Mare,  which  is  as  though  a  heavy  bur- 
then were  laid  upon  them  and  they  were 
oppressed  therewith — and  they  are  also 
good  against  melancholicke  dreams." 

The  pages  at  the  end  of  this  herbal 
add  some  family  prescriptions  written 
perhaps  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago, 
which  confirm  one's  impression  of  it  as 
a  volume  that  was  often  in  use.  There 
are  mixtures  for  rheumatism,  loss  of 
voice  (a  mixture  of  garlic  and  honey 
is  prescribed),  strengthening  medicine, 
and  cooling  medicine  for  hot  weather. 
How  to  make  peppermint  cordial  and  a 
wash  for  walls  follow  hints  on  picture 
cleaning  and  restoring.  Terser  than 
Gerard's — and  simpler — is  this  advice: 
To  procure  sleep. 

Suck  some  sugar  candy. 

Clarissa  Rowland 
Reference  Librarian 


Librarian 's  Report 


The  Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library 
serves  many  special  needs  of 
the  entire  Sweet  Briar  commu- 
nity, but  its  primary  function,  of  course, 
is  to  further  the  education  of  undergra- 
duates in  the  liberal  arts.  Therefore, 
some  of  the  information  the  Librarian 
reported  to  the  Faculty  at  its  April 
meeting  is  of  interest  to  the  Friends  of 
the  Library. 

According  to  this  report,  the  Library 
circulated  14,155  books  between  July  1, 

1967,  and  January  31,  1968,  an  increase 
of  more  than  2,700  over  the  same  period 
in  1966-67.  The  greatest  circulation  of 
stack  books  occurred  in  November, 
when  4,072  were  checked  out,  but  well 
over  2,600  moved  each  month  during 
October,  December,  and  January. 

Books  in  English  literature  led  the 
classification  of  circulation  by  subject 
for  the  third  year  in  a  row.  Up  to  the 
end  of  the  first  semester,  3,172  books 
were  checked  out,  representing  an  in- 
crease of  54  per  cent  over  the  same 
period  last  year.  The  Librarian  pointed 
out,  however,  that  circulation  in  1966-67 
was  lower  than  usual  in  many  subjects, 
because  of  the  difficulties  attending  the 
construction  of  the  new  Charles  A. 
Dana  Wing. 

Social  Sciences  accounted  for  2,021 
stack  books  in  circulation,  a  gain  of  49 
per  cent  over  last  year,  and  History  for 
1,630.  The  most  spectacular  increases 
were  in  Philosophy  and  Psychology,  138 
per  cent  above  last  year,  and  in  Applied 
Science,  up  120  per  cent.  Figures  were 
also  notably  higher  for  Germanic  liter- 
ature, where  244  books  represented  an 
increase  of  71  per  cent.  Also  of  interest 
is  the  fact  that  only  33  volumes  had  to 
be  borrowed  from  other  institutions  on 
interlibrary  loan,  while  Sweet  Briar  lent 
126  to  other  libraries. 

To  strengthen  these  collections  and 
to  keep  them  up  to  date,  the  Library 
acquired  2,453  volumes  costing  $18,112 
between  July  1,   1967,  and  March  6, 

1968.  This  compares  with  1,793  volum- 
es costing  $13,748  in  the  same  period  in 
1966-67,  and,  according  to  the  Libra- 
rian, represents  a  peak  year  for  acquisi- 
tions by  purchase. 
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Of  these  2,453  volumes,  364,  totalling 
$2,580,  were  ordered  for  the  History 
Department,  and  247,  coming  to  $1,- 
274,  for  the  English  Department.  The 
Philosophy  Department  acquired  202 
volumes,  and  the  departments  of  Bio- 
logy, Government,  and  Religion  all  got 
over  150  apiece.  Microfilm,  an  increas- 
ingly important  part  of  the  Library's 
holdings,  cost  $329. 

The  Books  and  Microfilm  budget 
that  the  Library  received  from  the  Col- 
lege was  $21,000  for  the  period  from 
July  1,  1967,  to  June  30,  1968.  Ap- 
proximately one-fourth  of  it  was  spent 
on  general  purchases  such  as  works  of 
reference,  indexing  sen  ices,  and  titles 
that  cross  several  subject  fields. 

The  Library  also  checks  in  and  re- 
cords 862  periodicals,  of  which  545  are 
paid  subscriptions,  but  neither  the  pur- 
chase and  binding  of  these  nor  the  re- 
binding  of  much-used  books  is  taken 
out  of  the  Books  and  Microfilm  budget. 
In  fact,  the  Library  has  a  special  bud- 
get of  $2,300  for.  rebinding. 

Above  and  beyond  the  allotment 
from  the  College,  the  Library 
had  the  income  from  several 
endowments  to  draw  on,  and  it  received 
various  small  gifts  of  money  and  books. 
However,  according  to  the  Librarian, 
the  greatest  boost  in  this  fiscal  period 
came  from  a  Morgan  Memorial  Trust 
grant  of  $3,280  and  from  the  Friends 
of  the  Library  grants  of  $2,100  last 
spring  and  $2,500  in  Xovember.  In  ad- 
dition, the  Library  received  $1,080 
from  Jane  Stevens  Stanly,  of  the  Class 
of  1938,  to  buy  back  files  of  the  E co- 
ntinue Journal. 

The  Librarian  reported  to  the  Facul- 
ty that  it  is  because  of  gifts  like  these 
that  the  Library  has  been  able  to  buy  a 
number  of  volumes  and  sets  that  are 
useful  and  sometimes  necessary  for  un- 
dergraduate education,  but  that  are  be- 
yond the  ordinary  resources  of  the  bud- 


get. The  Library's  particular  gratitude 
to  the  Friends  of  the  Library  was  re- 
corded in  the  minutes  of  the  Faculty 
meeting. 


Gifk 


The  following  books  have  been  do- 
nated to  the  Library  by  C.  Waller  Bar- 
rett : 

Anderson,   Margaret  Bartlett.  Robert 
Frost  and  John  Bartlett:  The  Re- 
cord of  a  Friendship.  First  edition. 
1963. 
Frost,  Robert.  In   the  Clearing.  First 

edition,  autographed.  1962. 
Frost,  Robert.  Selected  Letters,  ed. 
Lawrance  Thompson.  First  edition. 
1964. 
Robert  Frost.  1874-1963.  Catalog  of  an 
exhibition  of  books,  manuscripts,  and 
memorabilia  at  the  Clifton  Waller 
Barrett  Library,  University  of  Vir- 
ginia, April  1966. 

Mrs.  John  Albert  has  given  the  fol- 
lowing volumes: 
A tkinson 's  Casket.  VI  ( 1831 ) . 
Fleetwood,  John.  The  Life  of  Our  Lord 

and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.   1844. 
Graham's  Magazine.   XX    (1842). 
Ingram,  J.  S.  The  Centennial  Exposi- 
tion. 1876. 
Overland  Monthly,   VII    (1871).   XI 

(1873). 
Phillips,  S.  The  Christian  Home.  1860. 
The  Sonq  'without  Words,  by  the  Au- 
thor of  "The  Schonberg-Cotta  Fa- 
mily."  1867. 
Other   gifts    from    Friends   include: 

Fremont,  John  Charles.  Report  on  an 
Exploration  of  the  Country  Lying 
behcecn  the  Missouri  River  and  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  Map.  1843.  Given 
by  Andrea  C.  Denson. 

Siam  Society  Publications,  I-VIII 
(1954-1959),  X  (1961).  Given  bv 
Mrs.  William  B.  Grant. 
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